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Today is both a happy and a sad day for me. 

 

It’s a happy day because a lot has been accomplished in the time that I 

have been here. 

 

When I arrived, RAMSI was a very large, multidimensional mission.  It 

had its own, large development assistance program covering economic 

management, governance and law and justice.   

 

It had around 170 soldiers from several countries and a couple of hundred 

police officers from every Pacific Island Country and they were working 

not only here in Honiara, but also in 13 provincial police posts. 

 

All up, there were over 500 people from overseas working in RAMSI, 

most of them living and working at GBR just past Henderson Airfield. 

 

Today, RAMSI has successfully transitioned to a policing only Mission.  

The 500 personnel have been reduced to around 160. 

 

The military component has left, the development assistance program has 

moved to the Australian High Commission and RAMSI’s Participating 

Police Force has pulled back from ten of the 13 Provincial locations. 

 



I would like here to acknowledge in particular the very focused and 

professional work done by Paul Osborne as Commander of RAMSI’s 

Participating Police Force. 

 

He has worked closely with the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force over 

the past two years and helped bring them up to the standard we see today. 

 

The change is most notable in the RSIPF’s Police Response Team, which 

is now the best trained and equipped among the Pacific islands and well 

placed to deal with any public disorder incident. 

 

Solomon Islands has managed well RAMSI’s transition. 

 

In my opinion, it has been successful because the country was ready for 

transition. 

 

The country has come a long way since the dark days of the tensions, and 

through transition we have acknowledged the country’s improvement by 

normalising the way assistance is provided. 

 

With these achievements over the past two years and eight months, I’m 

sure you see why I’m happy with the progress made. 

 

But my departure is also sad because I will be sorry to leave Solomon 

Islands. 

 

It has been a wonderful posting for me and it will be hard to leave. 

 



I have enjoyed living here, just as I enjoyed living in Papua New Guinea 

on my previous posting.  I like Melanesian cultures and am constantly 

amazed at how the network of mutual obligations ensures that everybody 

is looked after. 

 

Compared with Port Moresby, Honiara has probably been better for me 

because I have been able to go for a walk every morning without having 

to worry about raskols. 

 

I would like to use this occasion to thank the people of Solomon Islands 

for keeping the country peaceful and for making me feel so welcome in 

your country. 

 

I would also like to thank the Prime Minister and his government and the 

former Prime Minister, Danny Philip, for being available to see me when 

there were matters we needed to discuss. 

 

My job as Special Coordinator is all about talking and coordinating, and 

our good working relationships have ensured that RAMSI has at all times 

been an effective partnership with the Solomon Islands Government. 

 

I would like now to introduce and welcome my successor, Ms Justine 

Braithwaite, who will take over from me as the next Special Coordinator. 

 

Justine is no stranger to RAMSI or Solomon Islands.  She has been 

working in RAMSI for the past two years as my Chief of Staff and I’m 

pleased that someone as experienced as she is replacing me. 

 



So far, I am the longest serving Special Coordinator but she will be the 

first female Special Coordinator. 

 

I wish her well in taking forward RAMSI’s work program over the next 

two years. 

 

And thank you to everybody who has come here tonight to farewell me. 

 

I leave Solomon Islands with very happy memories and I hope I will have 

opportunities to come back soon. 

 

Thank you. 


