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 I’m very pleased, on behalf of the Office of the Special Coordinator, to 

welcome you all here this evening on what is a special night for RAMSI 

 

 Tonight we gather to say thank you and farewell to Nicholas Coppel as the 

outgoing Special Coordinator 

 

 As all of you are aware, Nicholas has led the mission through a significant 

period of change as RAMSI has drawn down and completed its transition 

process 

 

o He has done so with vision, intellectual fortitude, calmness, courage, 

judgement and considerable style 

o And I intend to follow his lead in setting a strategic course for the 

mission over the next two years. 

 

 I am very pleased and honoured to be taking up the role of Special 

Coordinator from Thursday 

 

o My family and I have lived in Solomon Islands for two years now and 

we are very pleased to be able to continue on.  

 

 I will be taking over leadership of the mission at an important time for RAMSI 

 

o The mission is  now centred around strengthening policing in Solomon 

Islands 

o My clear focus will be on supporting the Royal Solomon Islands Police 

Force 

o Over the past two years I have been lucky enough to visit many RSIPF 

police stations around Guadalcanal and the provinces. I have been 

impressed with the professionalism and ingenuity of RSIPF officers -

and their continual willingness to learn new skills, tactics and tools of 

the policing trade. 

o I have worked closely with many members of the RSIPF in my former 

capacity as RAMSI Chief of Staff. I am confident that the excellent 

and collaborative relationship RAMSI currently enjoys with the RSIPF 

will continue into the future.  

 

 As Special Coordinator I’m looking forward to continuing to work in 

partnership with the Solomon Islands Government and the broader public 

service. In particular, with the Ministry of Police, National Security and 

Correctional Services, as we work together to further boost policing services 

across the country. 



 

 

 

 

 I’d like to thank 

 

o My family, particularly my husband Dr Dave Peebles, the Australian 

Deputy High Commissioner, and our two small children, Luke and 

Madeleine, for their support. I would not be here this evening without 

them.  

 

o My friends working within the Solomon Islands Government, the 

public service, the local business community and civil society. You 

have all taught me so much about Solomon Islands’ culture, history 

and traditions. Thanks also to my friends working within the 

diplomatic and donor communities, who are doing excellent and 

important work here.  

 

o My colleagues working within RAMSI’s Participating Police Force, 

many of whom have left families and friends behind in Australia, New 

Zealand and Pacific countries to serve here in Solomons. I have been 

impressed by the dedication and professionalism of the PPF, their 

depth of experience in policing, their good humour, and ability to work 

so effectively and collaboratively with their RSIPF counterparts.  

 

o My friends in the Australian High Commission, led ably by High 

Commissioner Matt Anderson, including my colleagues working in 

Australian Aid and Defence. You are all the highest quality 

Ambassadors for the Australia in taking forward Australia’s very 

substantial bilateral relationship with Solomon Islands.  

 

o My staff in the Office of the Special Coordinator, who truly reflect the 

regional composition of RAMSI, and who I admire greatly for their 

diversity, commitment, and experience.  

 

 Thank you again for coming this evening. I’m truly looking forward to 

continuing RAMSI’s tradition of “helpem fren”.  


