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Good fala afternoon every one.  
 
It is my honour and privilege to welcome you all to celebration of the 11th 
Anniversary of RAMSI’s presence in Solomon Islands.   
 
A special welcome and thank you to His Excellency the Governor General, Sir 
Frank Kabui for his kind attendance this afternoon.  
 



To the A/g Prime Minster, Hon Manasseh Maelanga, I also thank you for 
accepting our invitation and availing yourself to participate in celebrating our 
achievements over the past 11 years. 
 
And I would like to pay tribute to Sir Allen Kemakeza and Sir Paul Tovua, who I 
respectfully consider to be the founding fathers of RAMSI.  
  
To all of our friends and partners here, tagiu tumas for accepting our invitation 
to be part of RAMSI’s 11th Anniversary. Your presence makes this celebration a 
shared and joyous occasion.  
 
To begin, anniversaries always seem an appropriate time to reflect on the past, 
and to draw lessons from what has gone before. When the decision to establish 
RAMSI was made by our leaders, it was historic. Today, the Mission remains 
today a unique and visionary example of what can be achieved through regional 
cooperation.  
 
RAMSI is a product of the support over many years of the Solomon Islands 
Government and its people, and of the partnership it has enjoyed with the 15 
members of the Pacific Islands Forum.  Led by Australia, our police personnel 
come from all around the Pacific. This gives us a depth and diversity of cultures 
and experience that remains, to this day, the Mission’s greatest strength.  
 
Over the years RAMSI has impacted deeply on the lives of many Solomon 
Islanders. I am reminded of this each time I travel and talk in villages and 
provincial centres around the country. People’s personal accounts of their 
experiences during the Tensions, and the relief that RAMSI’s arrival brought, 
never fail but to move me.  

Solomon Islands has come a long way in just eleven years in terms of stability, 
economic growth and development. International, business and investor 
confidence in the country continues to grow, and once again, the Hapi Isles are 
perceived as a safe and vibrant place to live, work, visit and do business.  

There is still much to be done for Solomon Islands to achieve its full potential. 
But the peace fostered by RAMSI has provided the enabling environment needed 
for Solomon Islanders to go about their daily lives free of menace or intimidation 
and to pursue their own life goals and opportunities.  

RAMSI too, has evolved in recognition of the changing landscape around it.  
 
In its early years, the mission focused on arresting militants, on removing 
weapons from communities, and on restoring law and order.  
 
In its following stabilisation phase, RAMSI worked with SIG to get government 
and the public service functioning again, to build the economy, to improve 
service delivery.  
 



One year ago, RAMSI completed its transition process. During this period we 
were stepping into uncharted waters where there were a lot of unknowns. But 
RAMSI, the Solomon Islands Government and the Australian High Commission 
worked hard to ensure transition proceeded smoothly.  
 
As a result, on 1 July 2013 the Mission’s military component left Solomon Islands 
and RAMSI’s civilian development programs in economic and public sector 
governance, and law and justice shifted to the Australian aid program and to 
other aid donors.  
 
This brings us to the new shape of RAMSI, which today is a regional police 
mission focused on strengthening the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force 
(RSIPF). 
 
RAMSI’s role is to provide strategic capacity development support to the RSIPF. 
Our goal is to help the RSIPF modernize and professionalise, so as to become a 
fully sovereign and independent police force which has the full confidence and 
support of all Solomon Islanders.  
 
In this regard, I welcome the Solomon Islands Government’s resolution of the 
RSIPF commissioner appointment. RAMSI looks forward to working with the 
Commissioner-Designate, Frank Prendergast, who has had a distinguished career 
of over 28 years in the Australian police force and who has a deep understanding 
and appreciation of Solomon Islands’ history, culture, people and the 
contemporary security environment. I am confident he will be a great asset for 
both the RSIPF and for the country as a whole.  
 
 As we all know, leadership in any organization is key to its continued progress 
and growth. I commend A/g Commissioner Matanga for the outstanding work 
she has done in the role for more than a year. Her focus on strengthening 
accountability and discipline within the force has been very welcome, and she 
has seen the force through some very difficult and complex security operations.  I 
offer her RAMSI’s congratulations for a job well done.  
 
The RSIPF has been greatly tested this year and it has stepped up to the 
challenge. I’d like acknowledge the professionalism displayed by the RSIPF and 
its public order teams in the way in which they responded to the devastation 
caused by the floods, and to some very challenging security incidents.  
 
As one example, during a riot in East Honiara in May, RSIPF officers, supported 
by PPF, dispersed a large and angry crowd armed with machetes while rocks 
were thrown at them. None of us should forget that being a police officer takes 
courage.  
 
Anniversaries are also an opportunity to look to the future.  
 
As we all know, RAMSI cannot and should not be in Solomon Islands forever.  In 
preparation for the eventuality that one day, the Mission will conclude its time in 
Solomon Islands, the mission’s Participating Police Force, in consultation with 



the RSIPF and other key stakeholders, has developed a Drawdown Strategy 
covering the training and support that RAMSI will provide the RSIPF up until 
2017.  
 
I’d like to talk briefly about the Mission’s key priorities under this Drawdown 
Strategy. These are capacity development of the RSIPF, preparing the RSIPF for 
limited rearmament, helping the RSIPF plan for upcoming national elections, and 
to respond effectively to family violence.  
 
Let’s start with capacity development.  
 
RAMSI’s capacity development plan for RSIPF to 2017 has been jointly agreed 
with the force and the Ministry of Police, ensuring our assistance remains 
targeted to areas of greatest need. It is both ambitious, and comprehensive.  
 
The areas of our support include leadership training and development; 
community policing; mobility, infrastructure and logistics; national emergency 
and disaster response; accountability and discipline; corporate and financial 
management; policy and governance; and improved national security 
capabilities.  
 
The limited rearmament of the RSIPF, is part of the drawdown strategy and is 
one of our key capacity development priorities.  
 
The Solomon Islands Government last year requested that RAMSI start preparing 
the RSIPF for limited rearmament.  The RSIPF currently is not able to perform 
many key policing functions because it has no firearms.   
 
Under the project, limited rearmament means not all RSIPF officers will be 
armed – only a small proportion who need to carry firearms to protect members 
of the community from the threat of death or serious injury, or for self-defence.   
 
The project will involve rigorous assessment and training of officers, 
development of policy, accountability and governance arrangements, 
construction of armouries for securing of firearms, and community 
consultations.  
 
We are very conscious of the sensitivities surrounding the issue of limited 
rearming of the RSIPF. For this reason, the highest standards of training and 
oversight will be accorded to those officers involved in the rearmament program.  
 
The rearming of the RSIPF is a phased process. Each phase will be closely 
monitored and we will only progress to the next phase on the approval of the SIG 
Cabinet. In turn, it is only when SIG is confident the RSIPF officers are trained, 
professional, disciplined and accountable will the next phases be authorized.  
 
We see public engagement as a critical part of the process and in this regard we 
welcome the Solomon Islands Government’s commitment to consult widely with 
broadest cross section of the Solomon Islands communities. This will ensure that 



Solomon Islanders are well informed of what I call the ABC of the RSIPF 
rearming process. 
 
Another priority area of our support to RSIPF is the upcoming national 
election. The election will be a vital and essential component of the democratic 
process and a chance for the people of Solomon Islands to choose their next 
leaders. In this regard we are fully engaged with the RSIPF in supporting the 
Government’s efforts to see a free, fair and trouble free general election at the 
end of this year.  

The RSIPF now have the skills needed to manage election operations and for the 
first time since the Tensions will be taking the lead in ensuring security in the 
lead up to, and aftermath of, polling day. They will be taking a tough stance 
against anyone found to be inciting violence or engaging in criminal behaviour 
during the election period.  

And RAMSI will be here to support them with a range of election-related 
assistance, including additional training, advisory, logistical and operational 
planning support. 
 
RAMSI values highly the importance of the family in building a vibrant, 
progressive and peaceful nation. The bible makes clear that families, after all, are 
the foundation of communities. Violence against women and children is a 
threat to this process and therefore the prevention of family violence is one of 
RAMSI’s key priorities till 2017. 
 
RAMSI is supporting the RSIPF in its efforts to build stronger linkages with 
communities and tackle violence in the home.  
 
We here know all too well what violence against women and children looks like. 
It is happening in every nation, not just in Solomon Islands, though it is a 
particularly prevalent problem here and across the Pacific. It is not talked about 
enough. But it is holding back individuals, it is holding back Solomon Islands as a 
nation.  
 
All of us - governments, communities, churches, leaders and chiefs, donors and 
civil society have a responsibility to work together to help tackle this problem. I 
know it is a big challenge but “with God in us we can do all things” 
 
Your Excellency the Governor General, the Hon Acting Prime Minister, ladies and 
gentlemen, RAMSI is committed to engaging with the public in our work in 
Solomon Islands.  
 
Today, I am pleased to mark that commitment by launching a new and up-to-
date website which will help promote a higher level of public awareness about 
the new shape of RAMSI as a regional policing mission. 
 



I hope that this new tool will be used widely in Solomon Islands and throughout 
the Pacific region to inform users of what we are, who we are, and our purpose 
and priorities. 
 
PRESS THE BUTTON - APPLAUSE  
 
I encourage everyone to come and have a look and explore of the website over 
the course of this event.  
 
Tagio tumas for kakam blong iufala tude.  Mi luk forward for gohed for waka 
tugeta wetem Gavman and pipol blong Solomon Islands and Pacific Islands Forum 
long ogeta year wea kam 
 
TANGIU TUMAS. 
 
 
 


