
 

 

 

 

SPEECH BY THE PRIME MINISTER HON GORDON DARCY LILO MP 
AT THE RAMSI 10TH ANNIVERSAY CELEBRATION  

LAWSON TAMA STADIUM – HONIARA – 24TH JULY 2013 

 

“A Tribute to Good Neighbors” 

1. SALUTATIONS 

 

 Governor General, Sir Frank Kabui and Lady Grace Kabui, 

 H.E Baron Waqa, President of the Republic of Nauru, and Lady 

Louisa Waqa, 

 Hon. Teima Onorio, Vice President of the Republic of Kiribati, 

 Hon. Tuilelapa  Malielegaoi,  Prime Minister of Samoa, and 

Madam Gillian Malielegaoi,  

 Hon. John Key, Prime Minister of New Zealand, 

 Hon. Henry Puna, Prime Minister of Cooks Islands and Forum 

Chair, 

 Hon. Moana Carcasses, Prime Minister of the Republic of 

Vanuatu and Madam, 

 Hon. Toke Lalagi, Premier of Niue, 

 Hon. Bob Carr, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of 

Australia, 
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 Hon. Siosifa Tu’utafaiva, Minister for Police of the Kingdom of 

Tonga, 

 H.E, Mr. Luletu Faavae, Tuvalu High Commissioner to Fiji and 

Representative from the Government of Tuvalu 

 Brigardier General, Mr. Francis Agwi Representative of the 

Government of Papua New Guinea 

 Mr. Tuiloma Neroni Slade, Secretary General of the Pacific 

Islands Forum Secretariat, 

 Sir Allan Kemakeza, Speaker of the National Parliament  

 His Lordship Sir Albert Palmer, Chief Justice of the Solomon 

Islands, 

 Honorable Ministers, 

 Members of Parliament 

 Provincial Premiers 

 RAMSI Special Coordinator, Former Special Coordinator Nick 

Warner. 

 Members of the Diplomatic Corps, 

 Heads of International and Regional Institutions, 

 Distinguished delegates from the Forum Member countries, 

 Senior Government Officials, 

 Good people of Solomon Islands, 

 Ladies and gentlemen.  
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2. GREETINGS 

 

Good morning and a Happy 10th Anniversary to all of you.  To our 

overseas friends, I join my foreign affairs minister in warmly welcoming 

you to Solomon Islands and wish you a pleasant stay.   

To all my fellow country-men and women, both here in Honiara and the 

Provinces, let me extend a very happy 10th anniversary to you all.   

 

3. WHAT DOES THIS DAY REALLY MEAN TO YOU AS THE PRIME 

MINISTER AND AS A SOLOMON ISLANDER? 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon 

Islands – RAMSI -  tenth anniversary is a very special event for me.  On 

behalf of the people of Solomon Islands, today, I pay tribute to RAMSI.   

 

It is with deep and sincere gratitude that I rise to address all of you this 

morning.  I address you not only as the Prime Minister of this country, 

but also as a man who has lived and whose family had experienced the 

tragedy of armed rebellion and conflict. 

 

No one should ever have to experience armed conflict and no country 

should ever have to endure the economic, social and political impacts 

that come with it, unfortunately, right across the globe, conflict rears its 

ugly head, from time to time. 
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Over the past few days, as I reflected on RAMSI and as I met and spoke 

to men and women who over the past decade, have worked in various 

capacities under RAMSI, I cannot help being moved by strong 

sensations.   

 

I still remember vividly, there was a time in our lives when there was no 

hope.  Ten short years ago, many people lived in fear, destitution and 

desperation.  As they received hatred and violence, they began and 

return the same. It wasn’t long before our people saw the world through 

the lens of hatred, anger and violence.   

 

They began to paint their own worlds with hostilities, revenge and 

violence.  Slowly, we began to accept that poor situation as the reality of 

our world and that it was normal.  But that was no place for anybody.  It 

was not normal.  When RAMSI arrived in 2003, we began painting a 

picture which looked different.   

 

Ten years ago, no one thought it was possible to have a game of 

football at this stadium.  Ten years ago, no one thought it was possible 

to have spectators enjoy a game of football here, let alone host a 

gathering of thousands of Solomon Islanders with regional and 

international dignitaries and friends such as the one we have today.   

 

Ladies and gentlemen, I am sure many Solomon Islanders feel the same 

way I do. I am truly humbled by the good will, care and concern 

demonstrated by our neighbours when our country went through a 

difficult time in its post-independence history.  
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As a Solomon Islander, I also feel a sense of relief.  I am relieved that 

our country does not have to down-spiral into violence, lawlessness and 

hopelessness. 

 

As a Solomon Islander and as a leader of the country, I also have a 

sense of jubilation and celebration.  I celebrate the future in hope.  

When once there was no hope, now our future is bright.  Our aims and 

dreams are within reach.   

 

I am confident that men and women in Solomon Islands will once again 

have the opportunity to make a living that is worthwhile for themselves, 

their families and their country. This morning, we all celebrate that 

future.  

 

4. WHAT HAS RAMSI ACHIEVED 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, looking back over the last ten years, RAMSI has 

made remarkable achievements.  This is not the place to recite the 

many achievements, but suffice to say, the violence was curbed and law 

and order slowly returned to normal.  The machinery of government also 

improved drastically so that government business could be conducted 

normally and under proper restraint.  Most importantly, platforms have 

now been developed for private enterprise and production to drive the 

future economy.   

 

 



 

 

6 

5. WHO DO WE THANK? 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  for those platforms, on behalf of all Solomon 

Islanders gathered here today and those listening out in the provinces, 

let me say thank you to the Governments and peoples of Australia and 

New Zealand.  Let me also say thank you to the Governments and the 

Peoples of the Pacific Forum Islands Country.  You could have chosen to 

put your resources in other priorities, but you chose us.    

 

Let me thank the members of the military, the police officers, officials, 

support staff and all the men and women who have come to our shores 

under RAMSI in the last ten years.  Let me also thank your parents, your 

children and your families for allowing you to come to our rescue in 

those trying times. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, I would also like to pay a very special tribute to 

those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice of their lives through RAMSI 

to restore our country.  May I ask all of us to rise for a moment’s silence 

as we pay tribute to these fallen heroes.   

 

[Please sit]   

 

To all the men and women who have served under RAMSI, you have 

restored our lives and dreams.  For that there is nothing we can repay 

you, except our gratitude and friendship.   
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6. WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR GOOD NEIGHBOURLINESS AND 

REGIONALISM 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, I can assure you that this is not the last time we 

will face challenges in our region.  Indeed, apart from the social unrest 

in Solomon Islands, our region continues to face many challenges.  

Inundation from sea level rise, food insecurity, immigration and border 

control issues, terrorism and people smuggling just to name a few. Local 

situations, even now demand regional efforts.  More and more, our 

problems are converging and more and more we will look to “good 

neighbours.”     

 

RAMSI had demonstrated the success of broad based regional initiatives.  

We must be willing to see regional issues and be open to exploring truly 

regional approaches to these.  Being “good neighbours” means being 

able to arrest a situation before it gets out of hand as was demonstrated 

through RAMSI.  That would have to be the level of sensitivity 

underlying our modus operandi.   

We the small neighbours look to our regional “super-powers,” Australia 

and New Zealand to lead these initiatives.  Solomon Islands also pledges 

its support to helping with solutions that address regional issues.   
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7. WHAT CAN SOLOMON ISLANDERS DO 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, let me encourage all of you to join in the 

celebrations that are hosted around town.  Thank you for spending the 

time to mark this occasion with us.   

 

To all my good citizens of Solomon Islands, we thank RAMSI for all that 

it has done.  It has achieved much and we are thankful but you know 

RAMSI cannot solve all our problems.  You know there are things which 

could have been done better.  That is where you come in.  That is your 

responsibility. Do not take the peace for granted.  Do not take the 

freedom for granted.  Protect it, defend it and exercise it.  Do not allow 

your children to be robbed of these privileges we now enjoy.  Pass it on 

to our children and let them pass it on.  It is my appeal to you that you 

will be proactive and responsible in the direction you take our country. 

 

The real test of RAMSI is still to come.  The real test of RAMSI is what 

we do after it has left.   That will test whether we hold together as a 

nation or crumble once again into individual microcosms that cannot 

hold together.      
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8.  CONCLUSION 

 

RAMSI family, may I kindly remind us again, that although “operation 

helpem friend” may have come to an end, we are friends forever.  You 

are always welcome in the “Happy Isles”.  

 

Once again, Happy 10th Anniversary Celebrations.  God bless 

Solomon Islands and our region.   

 

 

 


