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Solomon Islands Deputy Prime Minister, Hon. Manasseh Maelanga,  

Solomon Islands Cabinet Ministers and Members of Parliament, 

Pacific Islands Forum Leaders and your officials, 

Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, Tuiloma Neroni 
Slade, 

Members of the Diplomatic Corp 

Other visiting and local dignitaries 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

As this is the first official function in the line-up of activities to mark the 10th 
anniversary of the arrival of the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon 
Islands in Honiara, I wish to welcome you all, especially our distinguished 
overseas guests, to the start of the celebrations.  

At the same time, I wish to thank the Deputy Prime Minister of Solomon 
Islands, Hon. Manasseh Maelanga for accepting our invitation to be here at this 
ceremony.  

We are here this morning to witness the official gifting of the RAMSI Photo 
Exhibition to the Government and people of Solomon Islands.  



The intervention by RAMSI a decade ago was done under the auspices of the 
Biketawa Declaration which was endorsed by Forum Leaders at their annual 
gathering in Kiribati in the year 2000. 

To mark the 10th anniversary of the Biketawa Declaration in 2010, RAMSI 
decided that it should come up with something that could remind the region 
about the key regional agreement that paved the way for Pacific Islands Forum 
countries to provide collective support to a fellow member of the Forum in a 
crisis situation. 

Equally important was the opportunity to showcase the work of the Mission to 
the participating nations.  

The idea of a photo exhibition was settled on because we believe it is easy for 
our peoples in the region to understand a story told through photographs. 

The exhibition - RAMSI: A history in pictures - documents the history, people, 
places and events that have shaped the Mission since it commenced operations 
in Solomon Islands 10 years ago. 

The exhibition charts the progress that has been made in Solomon Islands in 
areas including the strengthening of the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force, 
the fight against corruption, and the rebuilding of the Solomon Islands 
economy. 

It includes individual sections dedicated to each of the 15 countries that have 
contributed to RAMSI, and some of the faces from each country that have 
served with the Mission. 

The exhibition was first shown during the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders 
meeting in 2010 in Port Vila, Vanuatu.  

I think some of you will have had the opportunity to view the exhibition then. 
The exhibition subsequently travelled to Kiribati, where the Biketawa 
Declaration was originally signed by Forum Leaders. 

In 2011 the exhibition was shown in Samoa, Solomon Islands and New 
Zealand. 

In June 2012, it was shown, together with photographs of the situation in Timor 
Leste, at the United Nations Headquarters in New York.  



The Exhibition then travelled to Australia where it was exhibited at Parliament 
House in Canberra.  

It is difficult to be precise, but we estimate that more than 20,000 people from 
Port Vila to New York have viewed the exhibition and seen for themselves the 
work that has been done in Solomon Islands by RAMSI. 

But more importantly, the over 300 spectacular images are evidence of the 
partnership between the Solomon Islands Government and its people, and the 
people of the region. 

RAMSI has played an important part in the history of Solomon Islands, and we 
would like to ensure that the people of Solomon Islands have an opportunity to 
learn about RAMSI, learn why we came, where we are from, and what we have 
done.  

It is only fitting that this exhibition now has a permanent home here in Solomon 
Islands. 

With these remarks, it is now my honour to officially gift the RAMSI: A History 
in Pictures exhibition to the Government and people of Solomon Islands 
through the Deputy Prime Minister, Hon. Manasseh Maelanga.  

I now invite the Deputy Prime Minister to say a few words. 


