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Ladies and gentlemen 
 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to talk to you today about what 
RAMSI is doing in Solomon Islands, ten years after arriving in the country 
on 24 July 2003. 
 
At this conference last year, I outlined to you the changes that were 
expected to take place in the three component parts of RAMSI – its 
policing, military and development assistance components. 
 
I can confirm that everything I said would happen has happened, and on 
time. 
 
 
Development Assistance 
 
On 1 July, RAMSI’s development assistance program - which involved 
about 70 advisers working in Solomon Islands Government agencies in 
the areas of law and justice, economic institutions, and governance 
agencies – was absorbed largely into AusAID’s bilateral program 
managed out of the Australian High Commission. 
 
All RAMSI development programs were reviewed and where there was a 
need to continue assistance, the programs were redesigned and moved 
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across to AusAID’s bilateral aid program or to the aid programs of other 
donors.  
 
The shifting of the RAMSI development assistance program – which had 
its own identity and purpose – into the bilateral development assistance 
program was formalised with the signing of a new Australia and 
Solomon Islands Partnership for Development. 
 
The Partnership for Development is now the framework for Australia’s 
development assistance program in Solomon Islands. 
 
It has been expanded to reflect the transfer of the RAMSI development 
assistance programs into the bilateral AusAID program. 
 
Similarly, RAMSI’s work in the Solomon’s Inland Revenue Division has 
been absorbed into New Zealand’s aid program for Solomon Islands. 
 
Essentially, what we have done is change the way we deliver assistance 
from that best suited to a post‐conflict country to one that is more 
appropriate for a long term development strategy and funding model. 
 
So the way assistance is provided, and in some cases which donor will 
provide that assistance, will change but donor assistance will continue to 
be provided to Solomon Islands.  
 
 
Military component 
 
RAMSI’s military component has been an important part of RAMSI since 
the arrival of the Mission on 24 July 2003. 
 
They have done a superb job and today there is no indication of a return 
to the militancy that necessitated the initial deployment of military 
personnel. 
 
Of course, as in all countries, there remain law and order issues, but 
these are tasks for the police force to tackle. 
 
And so on 1 July 2013, RAMSI’s military component – the Combined Task 
Force – was stood down from all operational tasking. 
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A farewell parade was held on 23 July for the serving Tongan and 
Australian platoons, and the latter were awarded the Australian Service 
Medal and certificates of service. 
 
In the following weeks they flew out as other Australian Defence Force 
elements, specialists in remediation and force extraction, flew in to 
manage the orderly make good, removal or disposal of military assets. 
 
By the first week of September, the Force Extraction Team had 
completed their tasking and returned to Australia. 
 
With their departure, the military contribution to RAMSI also came to an 
end. 
 
Policing component 
 
The one component of RAMSI that has not ended is our policing 
presence in Solomon Islands. 
 
The Australian Government decided in the context of the 2013-14 
national Budget to continue police assistance to Solomon Islands in 
order to develop further the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force. 
 
The Budget decision included support to the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade for the Office of the Special Coordinator. 
 
All up, around AUD$335 million was appropriated to continue RAMSI for 
four more years. 
 
RAMSI’s assistance to policing is still very substantial.  But it is changing. 
 
RAMSI’s Participating Police Force has increasingly withdrawn support to 
the Royal Solomon Islands Police Force in frontline and general duties 
policing roles both within Honiara and in the Provinces. 
 
This has revealed some problems – especially around mobility and 
logistical support – but overall the RSIPF have maintained service 
delivery. 
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The RSIPF have increasingly demonstrated that they can solve their own 
logistical problems without relying on RAMSI, particularly in responding 
to urgent crime matters. 
 
For example, in July and August this year two separate murders were 
committed in very remote Provincial locations. 
 
In both cases the RSIPF was able to respond independently, reinforcing 
its police posts, investigating each offence effectively and arresting all 
offenders. 
 
This provides the clearest evidence that the RSIPF can respond to the 
needs of the community within the constraints of its own resource base 
and deliver an effective level of police service delivery. 
 
Our detailed analysis of crime statistics for the period 2011-2013 shows 
an overall steady decline in the number of offences being committed in 
Solomon Islands. 
 
The incidents of reported crime is declining, although there have been 
recent minor increases in some crimes, particularly property related 
crimes which are in many ways a reflection of the improving economy 
and corresponding availability of portable, attractive items. 
 
But it is also true that the Solomon Islands has an extremely high 
incidence of gender based violence with two in three women 
experiencing physical and or sexual violence from an intimate partner. 
 
RAMSI has been investing considerably in this area and will continue to 
do so over the next four years. 
 
The Police Response Team is the RSIPF’s specialist unit trained to deal 
with major events of public disorder. 
 
They have developed into a well disciplined and cohesive team and with 
the introduction this year of less lethal munitions, skills and tactics, they 
are now able to handle most public disorder incidents without the need 
for RAMSI assistance. 
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They have developed a local reputation as highly trained, capable and 
fearless and in recent cases their visible attendance has been sufficient 
to disperse crowds. 
 
Today, the RSIPF has one of the largest, most modern, and best practice 
trained public order capabilities in the Pacific. 
 
The RSIPF now has the capability to put approximately 240 fully 
equipped riot police into the field at any one time. 
 
With all this progress you might be wondering what more is there to be 
done? 
 
Over the next four years, RAMSI’s Participating Police Force will focus 
and invest increasingly in the areas of leadership, accountability and the 
modernisation of the RSIPF’s corporate and administrative support 
functions to enable it to assume full control of its own frontline and 
national security functions by June 2017. 
 
The next four years of development is arguably the most important and 
critical phase of RAMSI’s assistance to the long term development of the 
rule of law in Solomon Islands. 
 
Public relations 
 
On 24 July this year, RAMSI and the Solomon Islands Government 
celebrated the tenth anniversary of RAMSI’s arrival. 
 
To mark the occasion, we commissioned an independent film producer 
to make a video documentary that tells the story of the tensions period, 
RAMSI’s arrival, the Mission’s work and the challenges and opportunities 
before the Solomon Islands today. 
 
We also published a book, written primarily by prominent Solomon 
Islanders, that documents the successes and challenges that remain. 
 
Both were produced to ensure that the factors which contributed to the 
tensions and the role RAMSI played in partnership with the Solomon 
Islands Government to bring the country back from the brink of 
becoming a failed state would not be forgotten. 
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We have distributed copies of both the DVD and the book widely, 
including to all senior high schools in Solomon Islands. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the contribution 
public servants from government departments in Australia, New Zealand 
and other Pacific Island countries, as well as the more than 8,00 military 
personnel from Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Tonga and, 
initially, Fiji have made to RAMSI over the past ten years. 
 
RAMSI has been a complex, whole of government exercise and its 
successes are due in large part to the outstanding work and 
commitment of many people, from many professions and many 
countries, working together. 
 
It has been the job of the Special Coordinator to coordinate the different 
elements and ensure that, viewed from the outside at least, it has been 
working seamlessly to achieve shared goals. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to let you know that I, too, after 
almost three years will be completing my assignment as RAMSI’s Special 
Coordinator in November. 
 
It has been a terrific experience, and I will always maintain my personal 
interest in Solomon Islands and the Pacific more generally no matter 
what assignment the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has in 
mind for me. 
 
Thank you. 
 


