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Thank you very much. When I was doing my Masters degree at University of Reading 
I was asked to present my dissertation so I stood up and started to begin the 
presentation and my lecturer says to me, ‘Ruth I said you should stand up, not sit 
down!’ and I said to him, ‘But Sir, I  am already standing up.’ So it’s no wonder why 
I can’t reach this microphone this morning! But: 
 
Honourable Ministers of the Crown, Permanent Secretaries, Lady Kabui, former Lady 
Nathaniel Waena, and in particular the Special Coordinator of RAMSI and the 
dignitaries that are here this morning, I’m busy digging gold so I’ve lost touch with 
what’s going on but thank you for this award.  
 
When I was told about this, I must say I was really speechless and not sure if I should 
say, “it’s about time, that women’s achievements are recognised.” Or, if I am 
dreaming or dead because it has become quite common to be acknowledge for ones 
contribution when one is no longer able to hear or raise ones hands to receive the 
award like I do today.  
 
I am so grateful that I am not going to be one of these because of the decision you 
have made today to acknowledge my contribution and present me with this award. 
The sense of humour aside, I am honoured and humbled to be accorded the award.  
 
In receiving and accepting this award, I would like to thank the RAMSI Special 
Coordinator, Nicholas Coppel for the award. I also thank those who recommended me 
for the award and those who have supported me throughout my career. 
 
I am who I am today and have contributed what I am able to, to a number of causes, 
because of the mentoring and support I receive from a number of people: 
 
My family, represented here today by my daughter; ordinary women and men; my 
work colleagues; friends, in country and abroad, and my critics as well. 
 
They continuously remind me of the importance of: staying connected with the 
realities around me; of the talents I am blessed with and the importance of using these 
for the common good; keeping me accountable, responsible and honest and being 
there to support me when the going is hard and the chips are down.  
 
The grounding provided by my parents, family, culture and tradition of my province 
gave me sanctuary in times of need and when I faced backlash and challenge. 
 
It has not been an easy road doing the right thing and staying uncorrupted while 
contributing to the development of our country. Women, when we have done our 
homework, we must persist in connecting with our girls; inspiring futures in doing 
and standing-up for what is best for the majority and not for self.  
 
Our country needs us and our ability to survive and keep going in influencing the 
influencers, especially for those in decision making levels. 



The future of this country hangs in the balance and could tip either way: down the 
corruption lane further or out of it. 
 
We must have and continue to make a difference, and an inspiring difference, to the 
future of this country and watch our contribution be valued and appreciated. A lot of 
good can come out of our resilience, persistence and in standing-up for our values 
(and if you’re tall it will be much better) and beliefs, talents and intelligence. We must 
walk the talk. 
 
In this regard, I want to share this example with you; others are too long, I’ve had too 
many of them: 
 
Many of you love your chilli taiyo and I can tell you today that product came about 
because of two pushy, persistent women: Ann Bernard and myself, when I was in 
charge of Agriculture in my profession. 
 
In the development of this product we did our homework, we argued, negotiated and 
navigated our ideas with the product development manager of Solomon Taiyo.  
 
The first batch was thrown out because the product manager at Noro put six chillies 
into one tin instead of the three we advised him too! He wouldn’t have anything to do 
with us anymore because he had problems with his bosses. He would not see us again 
but we persisted and they got it right. 
 
Not long after the first batch of the good stuff came out the product development 
manager passed away, and we got teased about it, “You have killed the product 
development manager.” In this work, we persisted, stayed collected, connected and 
cool, above the comments we got from our male colleagues and today everyone 
enjoys chilli taiyo. 
 
I’ve learned in my journey that loyalty, recognition, reward for what one does are 
hard commodities to come by. And may never come by, nor do I expect it. 
 
What is important to me, and I value the most, is the inner peace and the satisfaction 
that comes with knowing that I have given my best shot and I fought the good fight to 
the best of my talents and abilities. I contribute and have an opinion because it comes 
from the heart. I give the best that I am able to give and I am at peace with myself and 
within me.  
 
This award is therefore something very special to me. It confirms to me that at least 
I’ve contributed in some small ways to the advancement and recognition of women 
and of my country Solomon Islands. 
 
Once again Special Coordinator, Nicholas Coppel, RAMSI personnel and the rest of 
you, I say thank you and I am humbled by the presence of other dignitaries here.  
 
Respect and recognition are extremely hard commodities to come by but they do 
come by. The ability to respect that there are different views is an important part of 
friendship and going forward. Thank you. 


